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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE EXPORT SALES OF BRAZILIAN SOUNDING ROCKETS 
REF: BRASILIA 3499 (NOTAL) 

1 . ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, COLONEL HUGO DE OLIVEIRA 
PIVA, HEAD OF THE BRAZILIAN INSTITUTE OF SPACE ACITIVITIES 

(IAE), WHICH IS A SUBORDINATE ELEMENT OF THE AEROSPACE TECHNICAL 
CENTER (CTA) IN SAO PAULO, HAS ANNOUNCED THAT BRAZIL WILT. 

SOON EXPORT AN UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF SONDA III SOUNDING ROCKETS 
TO TAIWAF. 

2. COLONEL PIVA WAS QUOTED IN THE 15 JUNE EDITION OF THE 

RIO DE JANEIRO NEWSPAPER O GLOBO AS SAYING THAT HE HAD BEEN 
ADVISED BY MAJOR GENERAL YAN FA LIU, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
CHUANG SHAAN INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY OF FORMOSA, THAT TAIWAN 
HAD AGREED TO PURCHASE AN UNSPECIFIED NUMBER OF THE 
SONDA-III ROCKETS, SUBJECT TO FINAL NEGOTIATIONS BY A TAIWANESE 
DELEGATION WHICH WOULD VISIT BRAZIL IN A FEW MORE MONTHS. 
COLONEL PIVA ALSO SAID THAT THE DEAL WOULD BE ACCOMPANIED 
BY TRANSFER OF UNSPECIFIED BRAZILIAN ROCKET-MAKING TECHNO- 
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LOGY TO TAIWAN AND OF UNSPECIFIED TAIWANESE ELECTRONIC TECH- 
NOLOGY TO BRAZIL. 

3. LATER IN THE O GLOBO ARTICLE.UNIDENTIFIED CTA SOURCES 
WERE QUOTED AS SAYING THAT BRAZIL WAS CONSIDERING MILITARY 
APPLICATIONS OF ITS ROCKET TECHNOLOGY, AND FOR THIS PURPOSE 
WAS INTERESTED IN ACQUIRING GUIDANCE SYSTEMS FROM FORMOSA. 
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THE TECHNOLOGICAL PRODUCTS OF THE BRAZILIAN 
SOUNDING ROCKET PROGRAM WERE ALSO IDENTIFIED BY THESE 
SOURCES AS BEING THE MANUFACTURE OF SEAMLESS ALUMINUM 
TUBING AND SPECIALIZED ALUMINUM ALLOYS. 

4. AS REPORTED REFTEL, IN ITS FINAL TEST LAUNCH ON 26 APRIL 
1978, THE SONDA-III CARRIED A 60 KILOGRAM PAYLOAD TO A HEIGHT 
OF 610 KILOMETERS. THE THEF.-ST AGF, VEHICLE IS ABOUT 10 
METERS IN OVERALL LENGTH AND C60 CENTIMETERS IN DIAMETER 
AND ACHIEVED A MAXIMUM SPEED OF 3100 METERS PER SECOND IN 
ITS 13 MINUTES FLIGHT. LAUNCH WEIGHT WAS 1596 KILOGRAMS. 
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